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Introduction

The Georgian Parliament adopted the Law on Gender Equality on 26
March 2010. By the adoption of this Law, a significant step has been taken
for ensuring legal protection and regulation of gender equality issues at
the legislative level.

The principle of equality of people regardless of their sex declared by the
Constitution of Georgia has been reinforced and regulated at the legislative
level. Regulations related to the equality of people irrespective of their sex,
its protection and application have been consolidated and systematized in
a single legislative document. Basic principles regarding the activities of
the State (its bodies) on the regulation of gender equality issues and their
further planning as well as implementation have also been defined.

Equality is the cornerstone of harmonious coexistence and order in the
society, which aims at ensuring equal opportunities for the equal enjoyment
of natural and inherent rights of human beings. At the same time, according
to the same principle, requirements with regards to equality of rights apply
to all regardless of their sex. This statement is unilaterally reinforced by the
Article 14 of the Georgian Constitution, which states that “Everyone is free
by birth and is equal before law regardless of race, colour, language, sex,
religion, political and other opinions, national, ethnic and social belonging,
origin, property and title, place of residence.” Furthermore, Article 38 of the
Georgian Constitution provides guarantees for the equality of the citizens
of Georgia, according to which “Citizens of Georgia shall be equal in social,
economic, cultural and political life irrespective of their national, ethnic,
religious or linguistic belonging.” At the same time, the declared principle
of equality does not imply existence of factual equalities in all cases. That
is why the main function of the State is to ensure compliance of factual
circumstances with the declared equality, or else create conditions for its
elimination. Only the aforementioned ensures implementation of special
measures by the State, which is necessary for timely and efficient elimination
of possible inequalities. The same purpose serves the adopted Law as one
of the substantive instruments for the State to practically ensure gender
equality, which is affirmed by the Constitution of Georgia.

The adopted Law is a framework document of legal provisions on gen-
der issues, which is based on the priority, unconditional and irreversible
recognition of equality of sexes, and creates defining basis for the current
legislation of Georgia for ensuring gender equality. Gender equality prin-
ciples elaborated in the Law should be adequately reflected in the other laws



regulating various spheres of public life, which collectively should contribute
to the achievement of the goals set by the Law.

The main purpose of Law is facilitation of genuine and factual establish-
ment of gender equality, and creation of relevant legislative conditions as
well as guarantees for its achievement.

Parallel to the recognition and establishment of the principle of equality,
the goals of the Law include the prevention and elimination of discrimina-
tion, creation of adequate conditions for the enjoyment of equal rights,
freedoms and opportunities for men and women. Thus, the adopted Law
on one hand defines substantive concept of equality, and on the other —is
expected to assess the conditions which can contribute towards factually
discriminatory environment for the realisation of the rights of women and
men. Concurrently, the Law aims at eliminating the existing discriminatory
environment.

The key significance of the Law is affirmation of gender approaches at
the legislative level and creation of adequate legal guarantees for practical
and efficient implementation of the gender equality principles, as well as
introduction of institutional oversight mechanisms on gender equality and
definition of the conditions for the operation. It is precisely the mecha-
nisms proposed by the Law that should facilitate introduction of prevention
mechanisms, which excludes discrimination in any form, and in case of its
emergence, respond with immediate and adequate measures.

The adopted Law on Gender equality can neither be viewed separately
nor taken independently from the other legislative acts of Georgia and
the entire legislative environment. Considering social character of gender
equality and that it refers to all spheres of public life, the adopted Law and
each of its provisions are interrelated with the other relevant legal acts or
sub-laws regulating social sector, and are complemented, as well as utilised
in correlation with them. Therefore, Article 4 of the adopted Law states that
the Georgian legislation on gender equality is based on the Constitution of
Georgia, international treaties, the given Law and other normative acts.

It is important to acknowledge the preconditions and the systemic ef-
forts which preceded the adoption of this Law which created real grounds
for the preparation of the cohesive legislative act in this field. The basis for
the preparation and adoption of the Law was the State Concept on Gender
Equality for Georgia, which was adopted by the Parliament of Georgia on 24
July 2006, and which envisaged basic principles and directions for further
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development of the Georgian legislation in this direction. It is also notable
that on 26 September 2007, the Government of Georgia approved Gender
Equality Action Plan for 2007-2009, one of the goals of which was creation
of the legislative framework on gender equality and filling the gaps in the
existing legislation. All the aforesaid highlighted the importance of gender
equality issues, and at the same time were bringing to the table the need
for their regulation at legislative level. It should also be pointed out that as
the above documents, as well as the Law on Gender Equality, have been
prepared by the joint effort and cooperation of State bodies, NGOs and
international organisations.

Foreign legislative experience in this regard is also noteworthy. In the
recent years, a number of countries in the world, mainly European countries
(Switzerland, Sweden, Ireland, Iceland, Romania, Malta, Macedonia, Lithu-
ania, Ukraine, Moldova, etc) have been carrying out systematization and
concentration of gender issues into a single legislative act for the purpose
of improving gender equality. It evidently increases the hierarchy of the
existing norms in this field, expands their utilization and degree of protec-
tion, and highlights the importance of these issues, as well as the will of the
governments to regulate gender related issues by the normative acts having
the status and authority of the law. As of today, Gender Equality Laws have
been adopted by more than 20 countries of the world, including Switzerland,
Sweden, Ireland, Iceland, Romania, Malta, Macedonia, Lithuania, Ukraine,
Spain, Portugal, and Moldova among others.
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53 mg0mbadFabom Loym@emmgdms sbg3g »39(3096@0b &BEgdgdals Igb-
abgd“ Logotmmggmmb 30bmba, Hm3mob 3g-6 3bmob dobgogom, s3@Mdsmaumaos
»35(3096&0b 0l 3H080bs(300 Mabob, 3o6ab ggMal, 9bab, Ligbob, a9bg&0zpcn
3983300Mgmdab, MB3gbabe s 508LaMgdmmdals, 3mmadn Mo s bbgs dgbgo-
Mgdgdols, gMmzbmmo, gobognma s bmosma®o 3nmzbomgdal, BsmImIm-
d0b, JmbgdmMngn s bmegdmogo doamdatgmdal, basbmgmadgmo sgomal,
005350980b, Ly by MENgbE 300 56 dnMsEmon Yomympoma gsbBymdal
303m“. 535bmsb, 53539 JobMbal Bnbggm, ,35(3096@L YBRgds 543 badgwoa-
(306m 3mBLabnmgdal 3086930L0356 Imambmgmb Babo ambgdal, GMawn3ngdal,
5@3bafMgdmmdabes ©s 30MHmzbmmo Gobgnmmdgdal 308 030b (393 (bema 15.).

»35(309680L x8mgdgdolb dgbobgd® bLodsmggmmb 396mbal 3g-16 3gbmol
0065635, ,Logommzgmmb Mmommgnm dmdomadgl Yumgds 543L doommlb
LEYE, Mdogd@nen, O™ s 3oboggdo nbxm@s30s 03 Bogd@mEgdal
dgbobgd, HmImgdo(s bgmb bymdlb dobo gobdmmgmmdal Jgbs@mhnbgdal 56
Mofmymgzoms dmgdgogdlb dsbdg”. 0dsgg bmmdslb dga(zo3L ,xebdMmgmmdal
(3300 dgbobgd® Lagdommggmmb 3o6mbal 8g-7 mbmo, Gm3mal dobgogoo,
®ob63GNgmmdab @s330L byzgMmda bogsmmggmmb yzgms dmgomadal ggmgdsl
BoMdmaa bl ,dnbmgal gobaggdo gmEMBom doacmlb s3m3byMmago s mdogd@«-
60 06ggmMIs(300, 53 gm3zg, dmadamb BgmEg sDMo bagmemo gebdMmmgmmdals
8gm3omgmdal dgbobgd®. sbggg ,LodmasmgdMmagn gobdMmgmmdal Jgbabgd®
Logommggemb 3obmbob Bnbgmgom, badsMmggmmb §gfmadmmasdg dymezo
4398 55305600 @mgdss (3bmzMmdoglb gobdMmgmmdabomgal 13bgdgm
35693m30, EOHMYms© donemmb sdm3BMogo 0bxrmMds 305 3Mmanmsddn gy
3(3M0b 3Mmbabs s v 0mgdmmdals, Imbammebgmo jmabogn®o godmbagmal,
3(360b056 35330 gdmma Mabgobs s s(3Madg oMol mddob dgdmbggzsdn
dgbademm dggandob dgbobgd®.

25



26

bagommggmmb 3obmbalb 3g-9 3xbmal dobgogam, mbsbbmemm-
d0b 3M06(3030b oMM393590 s ©0b3Mdabs(30500 5 gobobomgds
09050 ©d 3533305 bm 3090 s badsMmmnmgdngn s(330L
30b600 356mbB3gdmmdom oagbama go6339mmo dgmagomgdo
o 30M3bG 0790, Moz domo b330 Mo dmmbmgbgdal s 3doym-
gomgdsl gdbobymgds.

6s 5006036mb, B3 3960 0065LBMEAMB0L Fgbobgd® bedsBmggmmb
396mbab 3g-9 3bemals Bobggom, 05bsLBEMEM0L 3M0b(3030b sMM3g3o© s
©0b 360806530000 56 gobabomgds gEsms s ds3dzms bmznaemmo s badem-
OydM030 ©(330L 80Db0m 306mMbBIgdmmdnc owagbomn goM3zgmmon dgma-
300900 5 3oM3bGngda, Moz Jsma b3g(305m M0 dmmbmzbydal s 3dogmenmmgdsl
q8babyMgds. 53 gbmal Mobsbdag, ,@ab3Mndabs(30o0 56 gobabormgds gams
5 35333m9 KobdMmgrmdal ©a330L bymdgbymdal, mygsbal sggadgzabs o
Jommas G93mm@30mmo 9Bmgdgdolb @s330L Jobboom gobbmm(3ngmgdema
356bs 3mEgdgmo mmbabdngdgdo, sg@gmgg mMbymo Jomabs ©s @gemdal
05(330L396 803aMommo Lobgmdbogm 3mmadn s, 396 Mmoo megobgdag-
3900l gomgamobbnbgdaom gobbmmsogmgdgmo bbgs mmbabdngdgda®.

356mBob 0365685, ,Lomxobm NEMNgHNMgddn, JmEB0bgda-
bo o gobmMB0bydal ML Jomo s 383530 bofa gdmmdgb
®565L6mE0 30Fowo s gmbgdHngo Mamgdgdom, 3sc Imal,
33560b, 3OmRqLonbs ©s bogdd0sbmdal sMRg30lL YRmgdoo ws
93069880 MSbaLBEMHN Imgamgmdgda. bomgebm MBHmagHonm-
39330 56 ©5033985 NRmgds-8mgzamgmdgdmsb s 3o3d0Mgdom
0l 3608065300 96 3065@gbmdal Fobaggds®.

»396009Mm0 M3bLBMAEMBAL Fgbobgd® Ladofmggmmmb 306mbals 3g-10 3nbemn
393b335 3969 05b65LEMEAEMIL qdANbzgmymazab bs 3ncmbgdl abge 36a3-
369356 bez05ma@ LobGgdsdn, Amameng bampgsbm pAcmngMomdgdas.
396mbab obggnom, N30Mmdme sensmgdamn s 35bbsdrgmmoas dncmncgdye
LRgOMI0 NBLEMGMBS. 39MdmM, 396mMBal MebsbIsw, ,,Lamxsbm MHMngFHom-
39090, gmmbobgdabs s 396JmEMBabgdal MM Joemn s 3535 35(30 Latggdmmdgb
@365L6MMN 3nMown ©s Jmbrdfngo NBmgdgdam, 3sc ImFnb, 43560b, 3Mmegbnobs
5 Lg3056mdab 5MRg30L YBEgdac s g3bEGdsM MEbILEMEN dmgzamgmdgdo.
bamggabm g@mngHnmdgdda o6 80339 Bmgds-3mgamgmdgdmsb ©s3ogdntgdom
©0l3M0806s(300 56 Y30M3GgLmMbAl Bobogdgds®. 1brs 5¢10badbml, Hm3 Bomnmgdmma
Ber3001 396mb3gdgmo badL g3l Jormabs s 3585 35(30L s FbmEme MBEgdting
®365LBMEMBSL Lamgsbm MMHmngMcmdgddn, stedgm 36ndzbgmmgeb gsd@mMow
800R6g3L 35mEgdnmadgdal bezgmmdn(s Bomn 0106aLBMMMBNL sy(30emgdemmdsb.



»396090mm0 M3bsLBMOEM0l Jgbobgd® bademggmmb 3obmbam Lomgsbm
OOD0gMHNMgEd0 5005050 0965LBMEMmMEL 360b(303L 9 393d0Mgds bads-
Aonggemb 306mb3pgdmmdal Mogo 6m@m3gdabs, Moz Bomamgdyma 3Gnb3030l
089dEDO Mgamadgb@ o0l bymdl bgmb. 39Mdm, badsmggmmb 3mbLEe-
& 300b 36-7 Igbmn 35638 30390900 bn@ds, Hm3mab dobyogom, ,Jm@Babg-
35 98ya6gds 3gmmgms R gdMog 0565LEMAMELS s bgdsgmaymmdsb®. 53
035mbsdMobom bagnGsmgdms sbggg bagemmggmmb badmgomadm 3mmgdLol
bm@39d0, Bm3mab 1106-9 8bendn, Gm3gmog 3ggbgds Jmmbabgdal (36950,
80m0mgdmons, Mm3 Jmmbobgds myxsbol dg4360L 8nDbom Jomabe s o8s30l
bgdogmgzmmdoma 39330M0s, 08539 3megdbob 1152-g9 3gbmab dobgogom 3o —
»bomgabm NHm0gHmmdgdda dgnmmagdo baMggdmmdgb Mobsdoma dnMawn s
dmbgdMag0 gumgdgdom s g30bMgdsc Mmebsdstn dmgamgmdabo.

5bobndbagns, HmI bogdommggmmb badmgsmadm 3mwgdbob 1153-g 3qbmals
30bg300, ©3JMMHE0Bbgd0LOL @S Lomgsbm gH@agMmmmdgdda 0gMmdamagds yggmes
Lobob @ab3Mmodnbszns, dom dmmal al 3E0dabs30s bgbolb 6036l Bobgwgom,
396dmE, ,3dmEmB0bgdabol s Lomgsbm NMHmogMcmmdgddn o6 ©sndggds
NREYdsms 303060 8b sMa30Meadnma dgdbmmas, 30M©s30Ma b sMs30m-
33060 930658 9bmdob oboggds BodmImdals, bmzosmyMo s Jmbgdagn
3gm3afgmdol, MobmdMogn s gMmazbyma 3nm3bomgdals, bgbol, aobs-
oygdob, gbob, Mgmogonbsdn ©sdm 30gdnmgdal, bogddnsbmdal babgmdabs
©5 babosmal, basbmgmgdgmo sanmobs s bbgs gomgdmgdsms dabgogom®.

3gmmgms 0365L66MmMHMInbs s oL 3MmNBNbs(300L Meg0S6 d(30mgdals
30b60o HmgmE (3,390 gMNm0 MobLBEMM™MEAL Jgbobgd® bejsmggmmb 3obmbo,
abg bamgabm gmomngmomdal defgammomgdgmoa oo — bogsmggmmb badm-
Jomadm 3mmgdbo — 0035mabB0bgdL (30 3gnm 6m@Igdbs s 8gdeboDdgdb.
396dm, ,a96@gMnmo MebsbBEmmmal dgbobgd® bojsmmggmmb 3obmbals dg-10
3bmob Jobgogom, ,mgsbdn Jombs s 35353531 MbabLBMEN NEmads sggm,
©53m9)300098ms® 350564308mb IMMBnm s Lodmgsmgdmag boddnsbmdsdn
3mbaBorgmdal b jombgdo. mxebdn dgmmmgms Jogm aobgme IMmBoboob ws-
393806330 Rgds-dmzgarmgmdgdo msbabBm@ns. 3gmmmggdl sdzm gmbgdals
Rmmdob, 39dgbols, Bommzgal, 39dmygbgdabs s gobjafagzolb mebabbmmn mamgds®.
bogomoggemmmb badmdomsdm 3megdbol 1164-g 3gbmab dobgogom, ,oodm-
60bgdal @mmb 3gnmemggdl bymgomalbedgdm dgmdmasm soMhomb gMm-gMomo
399900l 33560 M330560 LagMmm g30Mew, 36 Mncmmgymds snGmM3zmL Maz0L0
JmEbabgdsdgmo agstn, 86 magobo agatn dgmgHomb 3gmmmob agomb.*

bogdommggmmb bodmdsmagm gmwgdbol 1158-9 dnbmal ;msbsobdsw, ,dgm-
mgos dogM Jm@Babgdol 306353mmbadn dgdgbama gmbgds Bomdmawa gbl dom
LogFmm Jmbgdsol (mebsbsgznmmgdsl), oy doc dmmob Logm@bobm bgmdg 3-
Amgdoo bbgs Med o6 oMb aagbomo. macm dg8 o3 0ds3g 3beal 3g-2
BoBaemals Bobgmgom, ,obgom Jmbgdadg dgnmmgms mababs ggmmgdal gamgds
Bo@3mndmds 0dabas(s, o1y gFm-gMma 3mgsbo gBgmes bamgabm bagdosbmdal,
13m0 d30mgdl ob bbgs Lads@nm odgbab godm o6 3Jmbos sdmyy30gdgma
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d93mbagamon®. 535bmsb, 3mogdbol 1160-g 39gbmal dnbgogom, ,08 Jmbgdals
306300335, Mm3gmo(3 gnmmgms 0bsbs Jnm®gdadas, brgds dgnmmams dg-
®3bb3gd0m, Jogbgagsm 080y, oy Mm3gmo dgmmemyg aobgomgagh o8 gmbgdsob®.

33mdmgdol mebsbbmmn egmgdgdo dgomgdols s BGH@NLS @S Lamgsbm
NO®0gHmdgddo aob3d @ 30390mm0s ,396@gOMMmo Ma6ILEMOMBaL dgbobgd®
Logommggmmmb 3o6mbab 8g-10 bl 39-3 3464830, HmImab dobgrzom,
»330m930b 5BEEobs ©s Mmgsbol Lbgs Lsgombgdl dgnmemggdo ghmsw,
P09 dgmobbdgdom By39896. 3960b@0Mgdmmoa s NdMNbggmymazamos
3gmmgms 3096 Log8056mdabs s dgomydals s BHENL Mobabbmma dgbs-
demgdmmdgdo”. 5badbym Lsgombgdlb dggbgds sbgzg bogomggmmlb bodm-
Joemagm 3megdLbob Gogo be@3gdobs, 3g9Mdm, 3mogdbob 11565-g 3qbemals
®0bob3ow, ,dz0mmgdol s@BOEOLS s MEsbab Lbgs bsgombgdlb dgnmmggda
9o 6y39@96“, 3mwgdbob 1197-g 39bmmolb msbsbdsw, ,dz0madol 3odsto
33mdmgdl mebodata gmgds-dmgemgmdgda sdzm®, bmmm 3megdbol 1200-4
dqbeal dobgogom, ,330mgd0b sl yzgmes Lagombl Idmdmgdo HEom-
090 dgoobbdgdom 64398 96“. sbgzg 3mwgdbol 1194-g 3gbemdn sebadbymos,
™3 ,d30emb bobgmb 86439396 3dmdmgda YHmngMmmndgomsbbdgdom®.

396mbab 11-9 3bemab obgogom, ,939mab 543b gmgds,
3mbsbomgmds doommb 3Mhg3693830 msbsbEmmn 3nmmdgdoom,

©0b3c080bs300b g6 9dg. BomB8mBoagbemmdoo mMasbmdn
3mhg30L Y@mgdolb Mgomads300bslb NdHYb3gmympam Mbos
0469L m@039 bggbob SoMMs MSBLEMEN BmbsBamgmdal dgbe-
dmgdmmds. Jomgdo s 3535353980 dgadmgds sMhgmem 0gbgb
®365LBmE0 30Mmdgdom, obyzMmndnbszonlb gomgdg®.

LosMBg3bm NBmydgdal msbsdsma Mgamadsznal bszombl dg9bgds ,,a960-
769mo 0365bEmAEMab Jgbabgd” badsmmggmmb 336mbal d5-11 Inba. 53
3bmom 35638 30(390mm0s M36LEMEMMInL YRgds Hmam(3 5g&0nHo, aby
3sbog®o basmhgzbm Y@mgdal Mgomabsz0absls, 56 Mebsbbmma dgbadmyg-
demmds, s0Mhomb 96/ 0gmb s@Rgymon. 396mbal 11-g 8bemob 8obgmgzom,
»939mab 0g3b g gds, 3mbsbomgmds dnommb 86k g3696d0 mababbma Sofm-
39800, ©0b3H030bs(300b goMgdy. BoM8mBaagbmmdom mMasbmdn sfiggal
Bmgdab Mgomods300bab DALz gmymgam Mbws 0dbglb mEngg bLdgbal
306ms M65LBME0 FmBsborgmdal dgbadmgdmmds. Jomagdo s 3835353980
dgodmgds s6hgmem 0g696 08bsLEMMN 30MHmMdgd0m, ol 3Modnbsznal gomgdg™.

»396@9ON 0 M36LEMOMBaL gbobgd® bodeMmgzggmmb 3obmboom 3563 8-
3039090 M365LEMM0 Loshgzbm MEmgdol goMsbGngda sbobgsb 33mgzgdl
Losmhggm 3Mmm(3gbol oMmgammomgdgm bs356mbIgdmm od@&da, Macs Bobo
©3(330L8  338mygbgdal 360336gemmzgabgln bogmdzgmos. 53 mgambab-
0boo LoyyFomgdms badsMmgzgmmb bosmhggbm 3mogdbob 3g-4 3nbema,



Hm3mal Jobgogoo, bogesmmggmmdo s@fRgzbgd0b doMomowa 3G0b3035d00
ob, ®m3 ,badomggmmdo ofRggzbgdo GoMmgds Loymggmmam, mebsbbEmmn
5 30MEs3060 boschRgzbm Mamgdal baggydzgmbdy, Botmamo 39640byGHon®,
boeom 58039 3obmbal 3g-6 3nbeal Bobgogom, ,oMRg3698d0 s3m3MBAg3mgdo
®565L8mM bLogndggmbg dmbobammgmdgb®.

LosmRg3bm 3mogdLboo sbggg gobLadbMzMNmo s Mgamsdgb@nmgdamos
3d@omma (s0mRomb) s 3aboga (agmb sMRgnma) basRggbm @madoo bamgg-
Senmdl 3oMmdgda. 39Mdme, 3megdolb 3g-5 dgbemo obgogom, sgd@onco bose-

Bg3bm xmgds og3b Lagdomggmmb yzgmes Imgomadgl, Mmdgmba shggbgdal

0809 3gnbEmos 56 08 Ergl YLEMmEgds 18 Bymo s MmIgmag s3dsym-
Boegdlb 93 3obmbom omaqbom 30Mmbgdl, aomms 08 30Mgdabs, HmMImadba(s

bagemmggmmb 3mbbE @300 56/s 30l dgbsdsdaba o3 3obmbom 3gbewymo
3d3m 5g@0M0 LosmBgzbm Ma3mgds; 3obommo basRggbm M@magds 3o og3b bage-
Moggmmb gggme dmgomodql, Gmdgma(s 03dsymegarmgdl o8 3obmbom ©swagbom
306mdgdL, a0 08 30Mgdabs, HmImgdbsg bodsmggmmb 3mbbE@ynnm o6/
5 30l gbedsdabow 83 3obmbom (73-g, 76-g, 78-, 39-80, 92-9, 94-9, 98-9, 109-9
3qbmgdom) 6,656 3mE0 Mo sbsdogymal Bobssmdmga dMdmemal dgbsobgd®
bodsfmggmmb 306mbao dgdbemnmymo sdzm 3sboymo basRgzbm aymgds.

30 1l

396mBal 3603369mmz56 Losbrglb Bamdmawa bl agbmgMmmo msbsbbmmm-
b0l o(339bg Bgsdbgoggmmdal 0bbE o mEonco 394560350l Rodmys-
08935, M5(3 3960gMNm0 M3babBmMMOL Mgsmamo qbOHNYB3gmymenbs s
dgbadsedabo bsgombgdal J8gomo gosbyzg@nb dmsgsmo gomab@nss. bgsgba
39956093930l J93mmgdsbs s 53 330006M935L dg9b38s 4,396 Ym0 N36SL-
BEmmdab Igbsbgd™ 336mbal 3g-3 mdga. Byredbgoggmmdab 3 3gdsbabdgdds
360d369mm3bs© brs Jgnbymb bgmo Hmam (3 9¢b0dbyma 306mbal Mgary@
33mgdd9mgdsb, by 396y Mmo MbsbEMMMENL b gnmbgdmsb s3eg3dnmgdama
d93am3n Lagdnsbmdal oggadgzabs s gobbmmzngmygdsb.

39609 mmo bsgombgdol aosbygzg@o-Mganmaomgdabs
©5 3960960 MbsLEMEMI0L YDHNbzgmymyal bygHmdo
dmsgaman g563LadmgMgmo 3bd(300 930LM0s bojsMmggmmb
3om5396@)b. 3oHmad96@nb xmgdsdmbomgdgdda, 3ol 606sdg
5bgomndgaommgdamo mMasbmgdal bogd0s6mdolb 3mb@mmmal
303mygbgd0m, 5393nmoMmgds 3960 Mo 06sLEME™dal
bLyg®mdo 3mmo@ozalb gdgmda 3obbsdmgMs-oggadgzobs oy
53 bo3ombgddg Bomgdamo gosbygzg@nmgdol dgb&Hmemgdals
bgmdgbymdol g3nbgz0s.
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>0bobndbagns, Mmd 396 Mmo 015b5LEMMMBL dgbobgd® bajommggmmb
396mbab dobgmzom, agbwgfmnmo bsjombgdalb gosbyggde-Mganmatgdo-
Lo s 396gAYmo MbsLEMmMbL BHNb3gmymayal bgzgmmdo domsgsma
3063LobmgMmgmo Bubgz0s 530LEM0s bLojoMmmggmmb 3oMmadgb@L. 3omemo-
396@0b xmgdsdmbamgdgdda, dob 60653 obgomndzsmmgdymo mMasbmg-
b0l bog30sbmdab 3MbGHMEOb gs8mygbgdom, s3m3nmamgds agbwgGmmo
@65LBMAEMSaL bgggMmBo 3mmo@nzab dgdamdn gobbadbmgMs-woggadgabs
091 93 bagombgddg Jomgdama gosbygzg@omgdal dgbeymmgdol bgmdgbymdol
B964309. 39dme, 396mbal 8g-12 3qbmdon, Gm3gmoa(s Iggbgds 39bmgErmmo
®365LBMEME0L N DONB3gmymeRsl bodsMmmggmmb 3ommsedgb@al dogM, scbad-
Bnemos, ®m3 ,Ladommnggmmb 3sMmsdgb@ o, badsMmggmmb 3oMmadgb@ab
Mga3ma3g6@0bs o bogommggmmb 396mb3gdmmdbal dgbadsdabsw, 1 dHyb-
39ymxLb 396gMmm bggMmdo bs3ebmbdwgdmm Lsgombgdal BabslbBsm
3m3bogdal, 50b0dbnmmsb dndsmmgdom dommadgb@ ol gowsbygg@omgdasms
dgbEmmagdabsmgol bgmob dgbymdsls, 3ommsdgb@nl 60653y s6gsMndzommg-
o mEg06mgdol baddnsbmdal 3mBGEMmMmL®. dgbsdsdabow, agbmgfmma
@65LbMAHMBal DANB3gmymgzal bgzgmmda badsMomggmmb 3ommadgb@nl
3964305 g9mobbdmdl Gmame 3 bo3obmbdpgdmm bsjombgdol Babsbbsm
3m38Domgdab, sbggg 3oMmadgb@ ol gowsbyzg@amgdsms dgbemmmgdaobaomgals
bgmob dgbymdabs o 3oMmmoadgb@nb Bnbsodyg sbgsmndgsmmgdnmo mMasbmgdals
Logd0obmdals 3MbG MM,

Bgdmambadbymoal gomzgamabBobgdom, 496gGmo mabsbBEm®mdals xb-
9639mymaz0b bogombgdda bogsomggmmb 3ommsdgb@ob Mmmob gsbbabmngmab
30600 Lognmms 53 bggMmdo badommggmmb 3oMmadgb@nb Mgmgdsdmborg-
4960 30dmgoboemon.

Lo 3obMBILYdrm B gdsdmbomgdal gobbm30gmgds 3ofmmsdgb@nl
Log80bmdal PBmszMgbo s 8603369mm3z69Ln dodommmmydss, sbggg
3035y gMmgebas 35Mmadgb@ ol baddnsbmdal bszmbEEmmmm grbdzos,
Mm3geog Imo3o3L 3oMmsdg6@ 0l dogm badommggmmb 3mBLE @M E0ms ©s
30637680l Myamadgb@om gomgzgamalbabgdmmo bbgemabbgs 3g4060b3als
303mygbgdsb. bagdommggmmb 3mbbEodnom, bods@mggmmb 3smmadgb@nl
985376@ 00 ©s bLogsmmggmmb bbgs dgbodadabo bs3obmbdpgdmm og@gdocm
3060bobmgMgds sbgzg 3oMmadgb@ ol Bobsdy Lobgmdbagm mEmasbmoms ws
®06530098mbab 30Gms 5bgsfMndgzemogdymagdol 3oMmdgdoa.

LogoMmoggmmb 3ommsdgb@nb Mgamsdgb@nl 39-3 3bmoals msbobdo,
bogdoMmggmmb 3o6madgb@nb 3G gmmas@ngss bs3sbmbdwgdmm bogdnsbmds,
3oMmdg6@nlb 60bsdg sbgsmndzgsmmgdama, 3obbabdggdgmo mobsdwgdmdals
306930b, mHg3bmgdobs s Fmagzmmdal baddnsbmdal 3mb@Mmmema. Lo 3obmb-
800g5mm Ldg3056mdab YDENbggmymezal Jobboc 3oMmmsdgb@ ol Bgz@mb, 3o6-
53968 0L 3m30@ gL, badsMmmsdgbEm gMmadz0ob o3l bogebmbdwgdemm nbo-
(30980300 gBmgds.

bogommggmmb 3mbLEodmnol 56-g 3qbmal 3ofmggma 346480l dabgwgoom,



»00356mB3gdmm Ls3nmbgdolb BabsbBEsMn 3m3bsydal, gosbyzg@omgdsms
IgbEmmgdobsmgal bgmoab Jgbymdals, 3sGmsdgb@nl dogm 8ab bobsdg o6gs60d-
39mgdmo mMasbmgdol @s dmsgmmdal bogdosbmdal 3mb@mmeal dobboom
3oM 33968 do 3obo NBmadsdmbomgdal goom 0gdbgds 3m3n@g@gda”. bogs-
Aoggmmb 3o6madgb@ob Mgamsdgb@ob 42-g Igbmol dobgogom, 3m3odg@n
msgobo 3m33989b300b Gofmamgddo 3g0d4daggdl, goboboemagh s doMmes-
396@&0L 3mgbamymo Lbomdobsmgol 53Dogdlb 3obmbgdals, 3oGmsdgb@nlb
503960 g3930bs s bbgs go0sbyz9@0mgdgdal 3Gmgd@gdl; dmbabormgmadl
3oMma396@d0 dgbymo 30bmb-3Hmgd@gdal gobbomgs-sedydaggdsda, 53bs-
8L ol 33b9dL .

Logofmggmmb 3oMmsadgb@nb Mgamasdgb@ ol 202-g dnbmal msbsbldsc,
»35Mm3396&0 Insmme s dab dog® dg4360mn mEmgsbmgdol dgdzgmdom
mog0bo 3m339@9b(300L Bomamgddn bgmb MEymdL bogoBmggmmb 3mbLEn-
&NE00b, 396mbgdals, 3ommsdgb@nb bbgs o4& gdab dgbEymgdsl, gobbab-
03c03L J39y460b bLodabom s Lagsmgm dmmn@ 30l doMomow dodsMmormg-
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The Law of Georgia on Gender Equality

CHAPTERI.
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1. The Scope of the Law

The Law determines main directions and guarantees for the provi-
sion of equal rights, freedoms and opportunities for men and women
provided by the Georgian Constitution, as well as define legal mecha-
nisms and conditions for their implementation in the relevant spheres
of public life.

Article 2. The Purpose of the Law

The purpose of the Law is to ensure inadmissibility of discrimina-
tion in all spheres of public life, creation of proper conditions for the
enjoyment of equal rights, freedoms and opportunities by men and
women, support eradication and mitigation of all forms of gender
discrimination.

Article 3. Definitions

1. For the purpose of the Law:

a) “Gender” shall mean social aspect of gender relations expressed in
all spheres of public life and implying socially defined attitudes towards
either sex;

b) “Gender Equality” shall mean - part of human rights referring to
equal rights and obligations, responsibilities and equal participation of
men and women in all spheres of personal and public life;

c) “Discrimination” shall mean any distinction, exclusion and/or restric-
tion made on the basis of sex, expressed in dissimilar recognition of
human rights and basic freedoms which has the effect of impairing
or nullifying the recognition of opportunities through direct or indirect
discrimination.

d) “Direct Discrimination” shall mean treating a person less favourably
on the basis of sex, based on a normative act, programme or other
public policy (except the cases defined under paragraph “’);

e) “Indirect Discrimination” shall mean a normative act, programme
or other public policy which is not directly discriminating; however its
implementation would have discriminatory outcomes (except the cases



defined under paragraph “f’);

f) “Special Measures” shall mean measures aimed at rectifying discrimi-
natory outcomes for the circle of persons in need of special protection
because of gender peculiarities.

g) “Equal Opportunities” shall mean a system of means and condi-
tions for achieving equality in rights and freedoms of men and women;
h) “Equal Treatment” shall mean recognition of equal rights and op-
portunities for both men and women in legal family relations and other
spheres of public and political life while defining social conditions for
education and labour, as well as inadmissibility of discrimination on
the basis of sex.

2. Other terms used in the Law shall be applied as defined by the cur-
rent legislation in the absence of any special provisions.

CHAPTER II.
GUARANTEES FOR ENSURING GENDER EQUALITY

Article 4. Guarantees for ensuring gender equality

1. The State shall support and ensure equal rights of men and women
in political, economic, social and cultural life;

2. To maintain gender equality, the following shall be guaranteed with-
out discrimination:

a. individual rights and freedoms of men and women;

b. access to education and free choice of education at all stages of
learning for women and men ;

c. equal rights of spouses;

d. equal rights and obligations related to children;

e. equal rights and obligations of men and women to act as children’s
guardians, caretakers, custodians, or foster parents;

f. combating violence in the family and society;

g. freedom of choice of profession or type of labour, professional ad-
vancement, and vocational education;

h. holding civil service positions on the basis of professionalism, abili-
ties and qualifications;

i. maintaining equality in evaluating the quality of work performed by
women and men;

j- equal social protection of women and men in case of sickness and
while defining disability status;

k. creating equal opportunities for the protection of health of women
and men;
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|. creating equal opportunities for women and men in terms of access
to information.

3. The Georgian legislation on gender equality is based on the Con-
stitution of Georgia, international treaties and agreements, the given
Law and other normative acts.

Article 5. Gender statistics

Official statistical reports related to gender issues shall contain gender
disaggregated data.

Article 6. Gender equality in labour relations

1. Labour relations shall not allow for:

a. discrimination, persecution and/or harassment of a person, which is
aimed at or results in the creation of intimidating, hostile, humiliating,
degrading or offensive atmosphere.

b. any adverse verbal, non-verbal or physical behaviour of sexual na-
ture aimed at or resulting in personal offence or creating intimidating,
hostile or humiliating environment.

2. The State shall facilitate equal access to employment to both men
and women.

3. During recruitment and performing professional obligations, indi-
viduals may be subject to unequal treatment on the basis of sex and /
or put in unequal conditions, provided that it is defined by the type of
work, its specifics or conditions of performance, serves the legitimate
purpose and represents adequate as well as necessary means for its
achievement.

4. Rules defined by the Georgian legislation shall ensure provision of
favourable conditions of work for pregnant women and breastfeeding
mothers, which does not allow for their employment in extreme, harmful
or hazardous conditions, as well as in night shifts.

Article 7. State guarantees of gender equality in education
and science

1. Everybody has the right to choose profession and field of expertise
according to their individual capacities. Ensuring such equality shall
be achieved through equal access to general, professional and high
education without discrimination.

2. The State shall ensure that equal conditions are created for men and
women in terms of access to general, professional, and high education,



including participation in education and research processes.
Article 8. Equal distribution of information resources

The State and local self-governing bodies, legal persons of public
and private law shall ensure equal access of men and women to
their resources in compliance with the rules defined by the legisla-
tion, including information resources, irrespective of differences on
the basis of sex.

Article 9. Maintaining gender equality in health and social sector

1. Equal access to medical assistance without discrimination is en-
sured for the population in the spheres of health and social protection.
2. Special measures taken for the protection of maternal and children’s
health, or family planning and women'’s reproductive rights shall not be
considered as discrimination, including the State policy for the protec-
tion of pregnancy and motherhood, as well as other gender sensitive
measures.

Article 10. Ensuring gender equality in family relations

1. In family relations, marriage and divorce, women and men shall
enjoy equal personal and property rights, including the right to choose
surname, profession and activities, and have equal responsibilities.
There shall be no discrimination or partiality with regards to rights and
obligations in family relations.

2. Women and men shall have equal rights in the family to indepen-
dently take decisions regarding their participation in labour or public
activities.

3. Issues of raising children and other family matters shall be dealt by
spouses jointly, based on their mutual agreement. Equal opportunities
of spouses in terms of their labour activities and childcare shall be
guaranteed and ensured.

4. Rights and obligations of spouses in terms of family labour shall
be equal.

5. Spouses shall enjoy equal rights to own, acquire, manage, utilize
and dispose property.

6. Spouses shall enjoy equal rights to participate in leisure activities
and all spheres of cultural life.
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Article 11. Guarantees for equal election rights

1. Everyone shall enjoy the right to participate in elections on equal
conditions without discrimination;

2. To provide the right to be represented in the representative body,
equal opportunities of both women and men shall be ensured;

3. Women and men can be elected on equal conditions without dis-
crimination.

CHAPTER III.
OVERSIGHT OF GENDER EQUALITY

Article 12. Ensuring gender equality by the Parliament of Georgia

1. In compliance with the regulations of the Georgian Parliament and
Legislation, the Parliament of Georgia shall ensure preliminary prepara-
tion of legislative issues in the field of gender and facilitation of Parlia-
ment decisions in this regard, as well as exercise oversight over the
activities of the bodies reporting to the Parliament of Georgia;

2. In compliance with the regulations of the Georgian Parliament and
Legislation, and with the aim of ensuring systemic and coordinated work
on gender issues, the Parliament of Georgia shall create a Gender Equality
Council. The composition, status, functions and authority of the Council shall
be defined by the Parliamentary resolution and regulatory provisions of the
Gender Equality Council approved by the Chairperson of the Parliament.
3. The Council shall be entitled to:

a. develop and submit an action plan on ensuring gender equality to
the Government of Georgia for endorsement, and ensure coordination
and monitoring of its implementation;

b. carry out gender audit and develop proposals for overcoming exist-
ing gender disparities in the legislation;

c. conduct gender review of draft laws;

d. develop targeted programmes and plan separate activities for achiev-
ing gender equality and enjoyment of equal rights by women and men;
e. develop and institutionalise the system of monitoring and evalua-
tion of interventions for ensuring gender equality, as well as develop
respective recommendations;

f. request and receive any information or documentation from any State
or local self-governing bodies related to gender equality issues, except for
documents, confidentiality of which is ensured by the current legislation;
g. review statements, documentations or other information regarding



violation of gender equality, respond to them, and develop relevant
recommendations under its authority;

h. invite representatives and/or experts from international or local or-
ganisations working in the relevant field to discuss issues related to
gender equality;

i. perform other activities defined by the legislation of Georgia.

4. The Council shall annually submit a report on gender equality in
Georgia to the Parliament of Georgia, and prepare reports on the ful-
filment of obligations in terms of ensuring gender equality under in-
ternational agreements. Based on the decision of the Chairperson of
the Parliament of Georgia, the Gender Equality Council is authorised
to represent the Parliament of Georgia on gender equality issues in
international relations.

5. Organisational structure of the Gender Equality Council, modus
operandi and relation with the State bodies shall be defined by the
regulations of the Parliament and the Gender Equality Council.

Article 13. Ensuring gender equality by local self-government
bodies

1. In compliance with the Organic Law of Georgia on Local Self-Gov-
ernance and other legislative acts, local self-governing bodies shall
develop and implement interventions for identifying and resolving gender
disparities locally;

2. Budget of the local self-governance units, priorities of socio-economic
development, municipal programmes and plans shall be developed in
a manner that it eliminates any form of discrimination.

3. State bodies shall provide organisational, information and other as-
sistance to local self-governing bodies within their authority for mitigating
discrimination in their activities and protection of universally recognized
rights and freedoms.

Article 14. Ensuring gender equality by the Public Defender
of Georgia

1. The Public Defender of Georgia shall ensure protection of gender
equality, monitoring of the given field and respond to violations of gender
equality within the framework of its authority.

2. Within the authority granted by the Organic Law of Georgia on Public
Defender, the Public Defender of Georgia shall perform his/her duties
for ensuring gender equality.
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CHAPTER IV.
TRANSITIONAL AND CONCLUDING PROVISIONS

Article 15. Measures to be taken for the enactment of the
given Law

State and local self-governing bodies shall perform analysis of norma-
tive acts in their respective fields as needed within six months after the
enactment of the given Law;

Article 16. Enactment of the law

The law shall come into force immediately upon its publishing.

The President of Georgia
Mikheil Saakashuvili

Thilisi
26 March 2010
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